The Land of the Bible

Why Study Bible Geography and History?

The Bible is written a certain way

It is about a particular people at a particular time and place

You can’t understand it well without knowing something about then and there

But it is boring

Read rest of Stott’s 2nd paragraph

Why can’t we just read sets of rules?

Why did God reveal things in a personal, historical, and geographical context so we would have to learn that context?

Response 1: who are we to question God’s methods

Response 2: 

God is a person

We are persons

The whole process of revelation is from one person to other persons through persons

The culmination is God becoming a person

The Bible is about both propositions and persons

Expressing just the propositions as a one time list for all people would result in something too abstract to be useful

Expressing the propositions in a list customized for one society at one date would have made it largely meaningless to others (use tenth commandment as an example)

God took advantage of the constancy of human nature to reveal himself in personal situations

The purpose of the stories is to teach us

Romans 15:4

I Corinthians 10:11

The teaching includes good examples to encourage us

Hebrews 11 gives a list of OT heroes of the faith

The are the stories we learned in Bible school

The teaching also include bad examples to warn us

These are some stories your Bible school teacher probably skipped

I’m just using the OT as an example here.  The Bible is equally candid about the NT heroes

God also wants to deal with us in our situation of time and place, as He dealt with the Biblical characters in theirs

So to understand His ways with us, we must understand His ways with them

To fully understand the message of these examples, we need to know something about the land in which these people lived

The Significance of Palestine

No longer the center of our world maps, like those of medieval mapmakers

Theologically, Jerusalem is still the center of the world

This is the land God promised Abraham

This is where Jesus lived, died, and rose

This is where Christianity was born

Jesus was not born in Palestine by accident

It is the meeting place of three continents

Palestine conquered by armies from all three

African: Egyptian

Asian: Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Arab

European: Greek, Roman, Crusader, Turkish, British

The conquest of all three for God has also begun from Palestine as Christianity has spread over all the earth

The name of Palestine is from “Philistine”, the name for the people who occupied the southwestern corner of Palestine, around today’s Gaza Strip

The Fertile Crescent

A wider view of Biblical action stretches from Ur, 9 miles from the Euphrates in modern Iraq to the Nile in Egypt

These (Egypt and Babylon) are the two main captivities of the Jewish people from which God delivered them

A Good Land

Descriptions in the Pentateuch

At the burning bush, God described the land of Canaan to Moses on Exodus 3:8

After the wandering Israelites left Sinai, the spies sent to Canaan reported in Number 14:7, 8

The spies also brought back evidence as described in Numbers 13:23

Forty years later, just before the people entered the land of Canaan, Moses described the land of Canaan to the Israelites in Deuteronomy 8:7-10

Natural borders

In the north the mountains of Lebanon

Lebanon comes from a Semitic word meaning white

This is likely due to the snow capped mountains

In the west by the Mediterranean Sea

In the south by Negev desert

In the east by the Arabian desert

Variety of the land

From north (Dan) to south (Beersheba) is about 147 miles, the same distance from Altamahaw to Greenville

In that distance the land varies tremendously

From Dan in the shadow of snow-capped Mount Hermon (at 9232 feet, about 40% taller than Mount Mitchell)

To Qumran near the Dead Sea (the bottom of which at –2500 feet is the deepest point on the earth’s surface outside the oceans)

Four regions

In Deuteronomy 1:7 are mentioned the four natural divisions of Palestine

… the hill country of the Amorites … (the Eastern tableland)

… the Arabah … (the Jordan River valley)

… in the hill country …( the central highlands) 

… and … by the seacoast (the coastal strip)

These are the four geographic regions we will study beginning next week

