Review of the Logical Alternatives With Respect to Jesus’ View of the Authority of Scripture

Conclusion #1

Accepting the authority of the Bible is the Christian thing to do

The purpose of being a Christian is to be like Christ

We should accept the authority of Scripture because that is what Christ did

Conclusion #2

Accepting the authority of the Bible means that we must take seriously the problems this position presents

Stott quote

Stott uses the example of the doctrine of God’s love

All Christians, even the liberal ones, accept that “God is love”

How then do we deal with a problem presented to us concerning God’s love:

The problem of evil

Instances of undeserved suffering

First, we wrestle with the problem and might be granted some fresh light on it

Ultimately, we accept the doctrine, even when we can’t completely reconcile it with all apparent problems, because Jesus taught this doctrine and lived it

We accept it then because of who we believe Jesus to be

We should deal with problems with Scripture the same way:

Wrestle honestly with biblical problems, do not ignore them or pretend they do not exist

Do not manipulate Scripture in order to achieve a forced, artificial harmonization

For some, you will find the solution after working at them with intellectual integrity (it’s even easier if you let someone else do the work [Geisler and Howe’s book as an example]

Even when we can see no immediate solution, we do not abandon our belief in the authority of the Bible as God’s Word, again because this is what Christ taught and lived, and we are Christians, trying to be like Christ

Conclusion #3

The ultimate issue is the Lordship of Christ

Here we confront a different problem, the occasion when we know clearly what the Bible says, but we just don’t want to accept its authority

John 13:13

Stott quote

Homework Problem on Challenges to the Authority of the New Testament

Video Clip of Part of Scene 11 from the film, The Da Vinci Code

Setting the scene:

Don’t worry about the recklessly driving Albino monk; he’s irrelevant to what I’m showing here

Tom Hanks plays Professor Robert Langdon, an author and symbologist

Ian McKellen plays religious historian Sir Leigh Teabing

Audrey Tautou plays cryptologist Sophie Neveu

The dead elderly man is Sophie’s flashback is her grandfather, whose murder begins the film

