Adoption
Last week Jay talked about Redemption—to pay the required price to secure the release of something.  In early use the idea and the words related to legal and commercial activities.  Biblical it is one of the most basic and dynamic images for describing  God’s saving grace toward mankind.  Stott claims redemption is a largely negative concept. It concentrates on the plight from which we have been delivered and on the price which had to be paid. But the positive aspect of our salvation is emphasized in the notion of our adoption to be his children.  Paul brings the two together as being inseparable.
4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba,[a] Father." 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir (Gal. 4:4-7).

Redeemed from slavery and adopted into sonship—that is the double privilege of those who put their trust in Christ. In Galatians it is quite clear that the path to Spiritual Sonship begins with the seed of Abraham,16The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed,"[a] meaning one person, who is Christ(Gal. 3:16) and that the inheritance is not based on Law, but upon promises, 18For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise(Gal 3:18). The Law was never given in order to create sons of God by strict adherence to it, but rather to be a tutor to lead the sons of Israel to faith in Christ.  Only those who are of faith are considered sons of God, and adopted into the Israel of God made up of all believers, Jew and Gentile. 26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:26).  Our relationship to God as his children is an essential part of his covenant promise.  

The act of adoption as experienced in the life of the “children of God” take three forms:  natural, national and spiritual.  

Old Testament:

Adoption (the English word is derived from the Latin word meaning to choose—option is derived from the same word) is the acceptance of another person’s child as one’s own.  Adoption is very ancient, and is commonly found everywhere in the world among many cultures.  References to adoption are rather rare in the OT.  In fact, the term “adoption” does not occur in the OT.  Old Testament legal adoption was not prescribed in Jewish law or practiced by the Israelites. However, there are several possible allusions to adoption:  
· Moses-10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, [a] saying, "I drew him out of the water."(Exod. 2:10.
· Esther--7 Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died.
Nationally Israel was adopted by God.  The covenant formula, used each time the covenant was renewed, was “I will be your God and you shall be my people.” 
22 Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son (Exod. 4:22-23).

6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession (Deut. 7:6).

the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised![a] Amen (Romans 9:4-5.)
This adoption of Israel to be the people of God immediately followed their redemption.  Again and again God had to remind them of this, saying “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” (Exod. 20:2).   He had redeemed them.  They were his.  He spelled it out between their redemption from Egypt and the renewal of the covenant at Sinai:
'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you [a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites (Exod. 19:4-6).

God called Abraham, promising that through him a great nation would come; a nation that would bless the entire world.  God called the nation to a special purpose (see above.)  However, the Nation of Israel was subject to the covenant with Abraham:  a covenant based upon obedience (the old covenant) rather than on grace (the new covenant.)  Unable to fulfill the promise of obedience that god demanded, Israel wandered away from God, demonstrating that a salvation based upon keeping the law was impossible.  

19 "I myself said, “'How gladly would I treat you like sons and give  you a desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.'     I thought you would call me 'Father' and not turn away from following me. 20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you have been unfaithful to me, O house of Israel," declares the LORD (Jer. 3:19-20).

Although God considered Israel as the natural children of the covenant, it was never his intention to create an ethnic lineage of sons, but rather a spiritual lineage of sons by adoption into Christ Jesus.
New Testament:

The NT frequently speaks of believers as God’s children:

36and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection.(Luke 20:36)

26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, (Galatians 3:26).

Believers are affirmed in a special and intimate relationship with God.

The idea of spiritual adoption is presented clearly in the NT, as John tells us in John 1:12, 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.   Here John is clear that being a child of God is not by natural descent (not of blood, of will or of flesh) but rather by receiving Christ by grace through faith.

The relation between God and his people in NT days is expressed more often in terms of the father and his family.  It is a development of the OT conviction that Israel was God’s “firstborn son.”  Jesus regularly taught his disciples to regard God as their heavenly Father and themselves as his beloved children, to pray to him as their Father, to trust his fatherly care to supply their material needs and to become concerned for their Father’s name, kingdom and will.  
Paul is the only NT writer to employ the word adoption.  He used the term to describe the status persons receive from God when they have been redeemed by Jesus Christ. 3So also we, while we were children, were held (A)in bondage under the (B)elemental things of the world.  4But when (C)the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, (D)born of a woman, born (E)under the Law,  5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as (F)sons.  6Because you are sons, (G)God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "(H)Abba! Father!"  7Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and (I)if a son, then an heir through God. (Gal. 4:3-7).

Adoption symbolized for Paul God’s love and grace in accepting believers as His children, intimate members of His family.  Adoption occurs through the work of God’s Spirit, giving believers power to overcome fleshly temptations and live the life in the Spirit.  One of the greatest privileges of being God’s children is to have the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.  It is because we are sons or daughters that “God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts” (Gal. 4:6).  The life of God’s children may be described as “life in the Spirit.”  It is a life lived under the direction and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  He subdues the power of our flesh (fallen nature) and causes to ripen in our character his fruit of “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control” (Gal. 5:16-23). 
The children of God together form his family, the church, enjoying a direct continuity with God’s people in OT days.  This fellowship of brothers and sisters in Christ transcends all barriers.  Christ broke down the barrier between Jew and Gentile, men and women, free and slave.  The social effects of the gospel were explosive.  To sum up the unity, this equality, of all the members of God’s family, Paul wrote:  28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.(Gal 3:28)
6to be specific, that the Gentiles are (A)fellow heirs and (B)fellow members of the body, and (C)fellow partakers of the promise in (D)Christ Jesus through the gospel, (Eph. 3:6).

The people of God are “holy” people, to be set apart from the rest of humankind to belong to God.  We are to be in the world but not of the world.  “You must not do as they do,” God said to Israel in the wilderness, referring to the Egyptians and to the Canaanites (Lev. 18:1-5).  Similarly, “do not be like them,” Jesus said during the Sermon on the Mount, referring both to the Gentiles and to the Pharisees.  Don’t think that Christ’s call to his people to be “holy” or “different” is an excuse to withdraw from the world.  On the contrary, the very people Christ has “chosen out of the world” he sends back “into the world” as his representatives to give themselves to other people in humble service and witness.

  15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify[a] them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified (John 17:15-19.)
Christians seeking to serve the world’s needs but refusing to conform to the world’s standards will experience the world’s opposition.  The Spirit living in the believer gives confident assurance that one is accepted fully as a child into God’s family.  This means the believer has all rights of inheritance and will join Jesus, “the only begotten Son” in inheriting the glory of eternal life with God, but it does not mean the believer can escape the suffering and persecution the world dishes out to God’s people. 

15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.[a] And by him we cry, "Abba,[b] Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory (Rom. 8:15-17).

 To be a son is to be an heir, not just an heir to the glory but to the suffering as well.  Suffering is the pledge of glory.  This leads us straight to the third stage in God’s unfolding plan of salvation, “glorification.”
