Choosing a Successor to Judas

Today’s lesson begins where last week left off

Jesus has just ascended (Acts 1)

Today we cover the infant church, Acts 1-11

After Jesus’ ascension, the apostles chose Matthias by lot to replace Judas and then waited for the baptism of the Holy Spirit foretold by Jesus when He ascended

Pentecost

Timing

Pentecost occurred fifty (“pente”) days after the Sabbath of Passover week

Christians celebrate it 49 days (seven Sundays) after Easter, this year on May 23rd

The Ascension was forty days after Easter, and we celebrate it today, on Ascension Sunday, though it was actually the middle of last week

Events

Private: When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4 ESV)
Public: Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.   And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language.  And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?   And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? … we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”  And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” (Acts 2:5-8, 11b, 12 ESV)
Significance

This is generally deemed to be the beginning of the Christian church

The total number of Christians began the day at about 120 and ended about 3000 higher

The wide geographic distribution of the participants meant that the Gospel was carried all over the Eastern Roman Empire and to the lands east of that Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians.” (Acts 2:9-11a ESV)
The Preaching of the Apostles

Four Sample Sermons by Peter

Acts 2:14-40 to the multitude on the Day of Pentecost

Acts 3:12-26 at Solomon’s Colonnade at the Temple after healing the man cripple from birth

Acts 5:29-32 before the Sanhedrin on the third time they are arrested But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
Acts 10:34-43 before the Gentiles at the house of Cornelius

The Content of the Sermons

Jesus’ life: attested by miracles

Jesus’ death: performed by wicked men who denied who He was, but planned by the Father

Jesus’ resurrection: performed by the Father to show that Jesus was who He claimed to be

Jesus’ status:

Lord, Christ, Savior, and Judge

Predicted by the OT prophets

Personally witnessed by the apostles

Peter’s audience should:

Repent of their sins

Believe in the name of Jesus Christ

Be baptized

Receive forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit

Satan’s Three-Pronged Counterattack

Persecution (Acts 3-5)

Peter and John before the Sanhedrin

The Sanhedrin is on the defensive because hey understand that this powerful preaching is being done by uneducated men and is being well received by the people

They sternly tell Peter and John to keep quiet or else

With additional threats they are released

The Apostles Imprisoned and Set Free

The second arrest never resulted in a hearing since they were released from prison by an angel that same night

The Apostles Beaten and Released

The second hearing was very confrontational, with the council members so enraged that most wanted to kill the apostles

Read Gamaliel’s caution: But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the [apostles] outside for a little while.  And he said to [the Sanhedrin], “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. … I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, (Acts 5:34, 35, 38b, 39 ESV)
The apostles were let off with a beating and not challenged again, even though they continued to openly preach as before

Deceit―Annanias and Sapphira

Ask the class to tell the story of Annanias and Sapphira and explain their sin

Their sin was wanting the credit for donating the entire proceeds without the cost of doing so

Distraction―Church Welfare and Deacons

Hebrews were those Aramaic-speaking Jews born and raised in Palestine

Hellenists were Greek-speaking Jews born outside Palestine who, possibly because of their location, were not as scrupulous in visiting the temple

The problem was envy of the Hebrew widows by the Hellenist widows Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists  arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.   And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. (Acts 6:1, 2 ESV)
The solution was delegation to a group of seven deacons

The Church Spreads Beyond Jerusalem

The Martyrdom of Stephen

After the apostles laid hands on the seven new deacons (Acts 6:6) God performed great wonders and miraculous signs through one of them, Stephen

Stephen was publicly opposed by a group from the Synagogue of the Freedmen

It is possible that, since some of those in this synagogue were from Cilicia, the province in which Tarsus is located, that Saul was among those who debated Stephen

When they could not defeat him in public debate, they got people to falsely say that Stephen had blasphemed against Moses and God

He was brought before the Sanhedrin and falsely accused of speaking against the temple and the Mosaic Law

In answer to the charges Stephen gave a 52 verse response in Acts 7, summarizing Genesis 12 through the building of Solomon’s temple, demonstrating that God is tied to no place or building, but only to the people whose god He is

The last three verses of this speech accused the Sanhedrin of being stubborn, resisting the Holy Spirit, and murdering the Messiah

The stoning of Stephen resulted in a persecution which scattered the Jerusalem church

The Role of Deacon Phillip

Phillip the deacon preached the Gospel in Samaria with great success

When news reached Jerusalem, Peter and John were sent to Samaria to confirm the work Phillip had done, and this avoided within Christianity a divide between Jews and Samaritans

Phillip was also specifically directed to an encounter which led to the gospel being spread to Ethiopia

The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

Acts 7:58b, 8:1a, 2, 3

Acts 9:15

This is about 3 to 5 years after Jesus was crucified

The Conversion of Cornelius

First the godly Gentile centurion Cornelius of Caesarea received a vision in which an angel told him exactly where to send men to the town of Joppa to fetch Peter to Caesarea

As the messengers were approaching the house in Joppa where Peter was staying, he received his famous triple vision of the unclean animals and was told to go with Cornelius’ messengers

After Peter realized what his vision meant and proclaimed it in Cornelius’ house in Caesarea, a repeat of Pentecost occurred for the believers there

Peter had to go back to Jerusalem and personally recount his experience to convince the still skeptical Jewish church that there was now no difference in God’s eyes between Jewish and Gentile Christians

The Movement Gets Its Name

Some of the Christians who left Jerusalem after Stephen’s martyrdom ended up in Antioch, the capital of the Roman province of Syria

When, in response to their preaching, a great number of Greeks there believed, the Jerusalem church sent the Levite Joseph, commonly called Barnabas, to help them

He in turn fetched Paul to join him, and these two taught the converts for an entire year

Thus in Antioch:

The first Gentile congregation was established

The followers of the new religion were first called Christians

The first of Paul’s missionary journeys was launched in about 47 AD

