The year of adversity

This is the third year in Stott's breakdown of Jesus' three year ministry. Stott labeled the second year as 
the year of popularity.” After Jesus fed the 5000, He and the disciples went across the lake (Sea of Galilee) to Capernaum, where Jesus preached a difficult sermon for people to understand:

“I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. (John 6:49-59)

Even His disciples found it difficult:

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. (John 6:60,66)

Stott marks this as the turning point from popularity to adversity.

So Jesus “withdrew” again and made more distant expeditions, beyond Galilee. He went to Tyre and Sidon in the northwest, and to the Decapolis on the southeast side of the lake. Then He went north again, this time to Caesarea Philippi, in the foothills of Mount Hermon. This is where some of the apostles showed their faith and belief in Jesus as the Christ from God:

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. (Mark 8:27-32a)

But Jesus didn't want the disciples to broadcast this yet (v 30), as it was not in line with the master plan (31-32). Jesus commanded this same silence after many of His miracles from this point on. Now that Peter had clearly confessed his faith, Jesus began to “teach” the necessity of His suffering, and He did it “plainly” or openly. At first Peter could not accept this truth, but Jesus insisted on it.

Six days later Jesus took Peter, James and John with him up a “high mountain” (maybe Mount Hermon, since it was nearby) for His transfiguration before them:

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. (Mark 9:2-9)

Then they went back through Galilee, but privately because He was still teaching the disciples about His coming sufferings and resurrection:

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. (Mark 9:30-32)

Jesus then continued on south through Galilee, heading for Jerusalem:

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51)

And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said. (Luke 18:31-34)

Jesus performed some more miracles on His way to Jerusalem, using them to give weight to His teachings (light of the world – give site to a man born blind, the resurrection and life – raise Lazarus from death). The Pharisees and scribes tried to have Him arrested or killed several times.

When He reached the point on the road to Jerusalem where the city came into view, He wept for the city that would soon be rejecting Him and calling for His crucifixion. But then, acquiring a donkey, He road into Jerusalem on a carpet of branches and cloaks, with the crowd waving palm branches at His triumphal entry. 

In Jerusalem, Jesus taught in the temple, then “cleared” the temple courtyard a second time, after which He withdrew to nearby Bethany. Then He would come back to celebrate Passover in the upper room with His disciples – the Last Supper, which we will cover next week.

