Duration of Jesus’ Public Ministry―Counting Passovers

If there were only three Passovers, there were two years in between

As Sharon mentioned last week, three Passovers are mentioned explicitly by John

John 2:13

John 6:4

John 13:1

If there were four Passovers, there were three years in between

Those who hold to the four Passovers enclosing three years point to John 5:1

This is the view we used in our detailed study of the Gospels

If this view is correct, the events discussed today occur in the period from part way between Passovers #1 and #2 to Passover #3 (John 6:4)

Stott names this period “The Year of Popularity”

During this time Jesus was apparently based in Capernaum, after the Nazarenes attempted to kill Him (as Sharon described last week), and went throughout Galilee

Matthew 4:23

Preaching

Mark 1:14, 15

What this kingdom meant

The personal reign of God in the lives of individuals

Jesus had come to inaugurate it

Its arrival fulfilled OT expectations

In order to receive, enter or inherit the kingdom one must:

Repent

Believe

Accept its privileges and submit to its demands like little children

Teaching

The law of the kingdom of God―The Sermon on the Mount

Not like the casuists, seeking to dodge the demands of the Law

Not like the hypocrites, seeking to display their public following of the Law

Not like the Gentiles:

We must love enemies as well as friends

We must renounce vain repetitions in prayer in favor of an intelligent but childlike approach to our Father

We must seek first not our own material necessities, but the rule and righteousness of God

Jesus’ teaching method

The authority invoked

Not like the scribes, who quoted other sources as their authority

Not like the prophets, who claimed to be the mouthpiece of God

On His own authority claiming the right to extend what was said in Scripture, i.e., to speak as God

The use of parables to illustrate His teaching

The love of God for sinners (prodigal son)

The necessity of humble trust in God’s mercy for salvation (the Pharisee and the publican)

The love which we ought to have even for those who have no claim on us (the good Samaritan)

The ways God’s Word is received and God’s kingdom grows (sower, mustard seed)

The responsibility of disciples to develop and exercise their gifts (the pounds and the talents)

The judgment of those who reject the Gospel (the wheat and the tares)

Healing

Jesus performed other miracles during this period

Calming the storm

Walking on water

Feeding the five thousand

Most of the miracles were healing

The methods varied (ask class to name different methods)

Touch initiated by Jesus

Touch initiated by healee

Mixing clay and spittle

Speaking to the healee

Speaking to the requester

Why Jesus healed

Love for those afflicted

As visible signs that he was the Messiah

Luke 7:22

Luke 11:20

Dramatizing his divine claims

Bread of life (feeding the 5000 and 4000)

Light of the world (healing the blind)

Resurrection and life (raising the dead)

The Involvement of the Apostles

Called individually by Jesus

Designated “apostles”, which means ones sent by another, messengers, envoys

Their training

Living alongside Jesus

Observing what He did and said

Going out two by two with authority to preach and teach like He did

The Peak of Popularity

Luke 5:15

The feeding of the five thousand

Occurred just after John the Baptist was beheaded

There were 5000 men, so the number of people, including women and children, was likely more than 10,000

Jesus rejects their objective of earthly kingship

John 6:14, 15

John 6:26

What Would Have Been Your Reaction to Jesus?

Would you have been there just for the food?

Jay will begin next week with a sermon Jesus preached after the 5000 were fed that caused many of His disciples to turn away, saying it was hard teaching

